
FLAG 
Coastal Bothnia Bay

The operating area of the Fisheries Local Action Group of the Coas-
tal Bothnian Bay covers almost 400 km of coastline from Tornio to 
Kokkola. The FLAG consists of 11 representatives from different 
parts of the region, and the various sectors of the fisheries industry.

Coastal Bothnian Bay
FLAG

Bothnian Bay
Bothnian Bay is the northernmost part of the Gulf of Bothnia and 
the Baltic Sea. The Bothnian Bay covers an area of 36,800 km² and 
its average depth is 43m, the deepest point being 147m. 
The Finnish side of the Bothnian Bay has very few islands and the 
seabed is shallow. Land uplift is about 9 mm per year. The coastline 
of the Bothnian Bay is gradually moving toward the sea. 
The predominant bottom type is sand. The shores of islands tend 
to be rocky. The seawater is almost unsalted in the bottom of the 
Bothnian Bay, while in the southern parts the salt concentration is 
about 4 per mille. The Bothnian Bay completely freezes over every 
year.

Commercial fishing in the Bothnian Bay
A total of 450 commercial fishermen operate in the area of the 
FLAG. The fishermen are ageing. However, the key factor limiting 
the fishing industry is the abundant and uncontrollably growing 
population of the ringed seal and grey seal, which are impeding 
fishing activities and the recruitment of new fishermen for the 
sector.
Forms of fishing, when there is no ice – trap and gillnet fishing and 
trawl fishing. In winter, dragnet and net fishing. The main species 
caught are European whitefish, vendace, Baltic herring, Atlantic 
salmon, perch. The total catch is 5.7 million kg, of which herring 
caught with trawl nets accounts for 4.7 million kg -> coastal fishing 
catch one million kg and the value of the catch around EUR 2.5 
million. The value of the lamprey catch is around EUR 130,000

Fish farming in the Bothnian Bay:
- Food fish farming is concentrated in the northern part of the 
Bothnian Bay. The permitted quantity totals 400 tonnes. The 
turnover totals approximately EUR 2 million. More production is 
coming to the area.
- The impacts of restocking, an obligation because the rivers are 
harnessed, apply to the entire Bothnian Bay area.

Fish processing in the area of the Bothnian Bay:
- More than 20 fish processing companies operate in the area. One 
of them is among the largest in Finland.
- Employs 200 permanent employees.
- Production totals 15 million kg and annual turnover more than 
EUR 100 million.
- Production mainly for the domestic market. 

Operational priorities:
The development of coastal fishing
The development and promotion of 
the various sectors of the fisheries 
industry
Increasing demand for fish


